NOT ALLOWING OUR PAST TO IMPACT OUR FUTURE
· Today is day one of the rest of our life

· We all need to embrace the future that God has planned for our life

· We all have one gift of life to store up treasures for eternity. Jesus said, “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:19-21)

· We all have the ability to make a difference in this world for eternity. We must however not allow our past mistakes and even successes, to  prevent us from embracing all that God has planned for our future

· I WILL BEGIN THIS TEACHING BY LOOKING AT WHAT GOD SAYS ABOUT OUR FUTURE AS WE LOOK AT SOME SCRIPTURES FROM THE BIBLE
i) We all have a hope for the future in Christ. The Lord said to the people of Judah when they were in captivity, 
“For I know the thoughts that I think toward you says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you a future and a hope.”  (Jeremiah 29:11)
Jesus himself said, “The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy.  I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.” (John 10:10)

ii) God’s plan for our life is far greater than we could ever imagine. It unfolds one step at a time as we remain faithful to Him in each season of our life. The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us.” (Ephesians 3:20)

iii) God knows what is best for us. His ways are far higher than our ways. We can trust in His faithfulness. He is both willing and able to help those who come to Him. In the book of Isaiah we read,
“For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways,” says the LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:8-9)

iv) God is able to turn our circumstances around. He is the God of the impossible and is able to redeem our lives from destruction

King David wrote, “Bless the Lord, O my soul, And forget not all His benefits; Who forgives all your iniquities, Who heals all your diseases, who redeems your life from destruction, Who crowns you with loving kindness and tender mercies, Who satisfies your mouth with good things, So that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.” (Psalm 103:2-5) NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR GOD
AS LONG AS A PERSON IS ALIVE, HE OR SHE CAN GET THEIR HEART RIGHT WITH GOD. GOD IS ALWAYS THE GOD OF SECOND CHANCES. WHEN WE COME TO CHRIST WITH A REPENTANT HEART, GOD NOT ONLY FORGIVES ALL OF OUR PAST TRANSGRESSIONS, HE ALSO FORGETS ALL OF OUR PAST SINS. IN THE BOOK OF ISAIAH WE READ,

“I, even I, am He who blots out your transgressions for My own sake; And I will not remember your sins.”  (Isaiah 43:25)
Jesus Himself shared about the Father heart of God and His love for us in the Parable of the Lost Son. God’s desire is that none would perish (1 Timothy 2:3-4) (2 Peter 3:9) and that every person would live a life that is full of purpose and meaning. (John 10:10) In the following parable we gain an insight into the consequences of living a life apart from the will of God and also the incredible love and forgiveness of God towards those who come back to Him.   
Jesus said, “A certain man had two sons.  And the younger of them said to his father, ‘Father give me the portion of goods that falls to me.’  So he divided to them his livelihood.  And not many days after, the younger son gathered all together, journeyed to a far country, and there wasted his possessions with prodigal living.

“But when he had spent all, there arose a severe famine in that land, and he began to be in want.  Then he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country, and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. And he would gladly have filled his stomach with the pods the swine ate, and no one gave him anything.  But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger. ‘I will arise and go to my father, and will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you, and I am no longer worthy to be called your son.  Make me like one of your hired servants.”’

“And he arose and came to his father.  But when he was still a great way off, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him. “And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your sight, and am no longer worthy to be called your son.’  

But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet.  ‘And bring the fatted calf here and kill it, and let us eat and be merry; ‘for this my son was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’  And they began to be merry.  (Luke 15:11-24) 
Today you may feel like the prodigal or lost son. Today Jesus is reaching out to you with His arms of love. He has the best plan for your life

v) God uses ordinary people and gives them tasks to do that make them great BECAUSE THEY ARE AVAILABLE to be used of Him. Four of the twelve founding Apostles were simply unlearned fishermen who were available to serve the Lord. In the following passage of Scripture we see Jesus calling the four fishermen to follow Him and to pursue His plan for their life.
“And as He walked by the Sea of Galilee, He saw Simon and Andrew his brother casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. Then Jesus said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you become fishers of men.” “THEY IMMEDIATELY LEFT THEIR NETS AND FOLLOWED HIM”

“When He had gone a little farther from there, He saw James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, who also were in the boat mending their nets. And immediately he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants, and went after Him.” (Mark 1:16-20)
·       I WILL NOW CONCLUDE BY LOOKING AT WHAT WE MUST DO TO EMBRACE ALL THAT GOD HAS PLANNED FOR OUR FUTURE

i)     We must not live with regrets. We must not allow our past to prevent us from entering into the glorious future that God has planned for our life.   (1 Corinthians 2:9) We must refuse to dwell on our past mistakes and failures and the letdowns that we have experienced in life. We need to choose to forgive all those who have hurt us. Often the hardest person to forgive is ourselves
The Apostle Paul wrote, “Not that I have already attained, or am already perfected; but I press on, that I may lay hold of that for which Christ Jesus has also laid hold of me.  Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are ahead, I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.”  (Philippians 3:12-14)

FORGIVING OTHERS IS THE KEY TO MOVING ON INTO THE FUTURE THAT GOD HAS PLANNED FOR OUR LIFE AND RELEASES US FROM OUR PAST DISAPPOINTMENTS AND HURTS. JESUS HIMSELF EMPHASISED THE IMPORTANCE OF FORGIVING OTHERS. Forgiving and releasing others sets us free to move on in life.
Jesus said, “Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you will have them. And whenever you stand praying, if you have anything against anyone, forgive him, that your Father in heaven may also forgive you your trespasses.  But if you do not forgive, neither will your Father in heaven forgive your trespasses.” (Mark 11:24-26) 
ii)  We need to know that God has a unique plan for our life. No person has ever been a mistake. The bible makes this clear. King David had a great love for God and knew God’s incredible love for him. In the book of Acts we read,
“And when He had removed him, He raised up for them David as king, to whom also He gave testimony and said, ‘I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after My own heart, who will do all My will.’ (Acts 13:22) 

King David himself wrote, “For You formed my inward parts; You covered me in my mother’s womb.  I will praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; Marvellous are Your works, And that my soul knows very well. 

My frame was not hidden from You, When I was made in secret, And skillfully wrought in the lowest parts of the earth (this refers to his mother’s womb). Your eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed. And in Your book they all were written, the days fashioned for me, when as yet there were none of them.

How precious also are Your thoughts to me, O God! How great is the sum of them! If I should count them, they would be more in number than the sand; When I awake, I am still with You.” (Psalm 139:13-18)

iii)  We need to seek God to know His will and plan for our life from this day on. (This is a key to experiencing true joy and purpose in life and to seeing our life bearing much fruit) 
The Apostle Paul wrote, “See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, redeeming the time, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.” (Ephesians 5:15-17)

In life there will also be different seasons. (Ecclesiastes 3:1) To embrace the new things that God has prepared for our life will invariably involve letting go of things from the past. God’s best plan for our life will always involve taking steps of faith. (Hebrews 11:1 & 11:6) God will at times stretch us by getting us to do new and different things in life to enable us to grow in our faith. We should never just seek to become comfortable in life as believers. God has much in store for every believer’s life. We must never lose out pioneer spirit, but rather live our life in a way that we realize our full potential in Christ. In the book of Isaiah we read, 

“Do not remember the former things, Nor consider the things of old.  Behold, I will do a new thing, Now it shall spring forth; Shall you not know it? I will even make a road in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.”  (Isaiah 43:18-19)

Life is full of choices. God knows what is best for us and what His plan and purpose is for our life. It is in the centre of God’s will for our life that we experience the “life and life more abundantly” that Jesus spoke of, even when we experience challenges for His name’s sake. As we commit our works to the LORD, our thoughts will be established. (Proverbs 16:3)
Involving the Lord in all that we do is the key to remaining in the centre of God’s will for our life and avoiding the pitfalls that the Devil would try and put in front of us to take us away from God’s best plan and purpose for our life.
The Apostle Peter wrote, “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.” (1 Peter 5:8)
AS GOD’S WAYS ARE FAR HIGHER THAN OUR WAYS WE MUST CONSTANTLY STAY CLOSE TO THE LORD AND ALLOW THE HOLY SPIRIT TO GUIDE AND DIRECT US IN LIFE. 
Jesus Himself said, “However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come.” (John 16:13)

The Apostle Paul new the importance of involving the LORD in all that he did in life. He wrote, “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing,” (1 Thessalonians 5:16-17)
iv)  We must simply trust the Lord with our future. As we put Him first in our life, all the other things that we need in life shall be added to us. SIMPLY TO TRUST AND OBEY THE LORD IS THE KEY TO EXPERIENCING GOD’S BLESSINGS AND FAVOUR UPON OUR LIFE. 
In the book of Isaiah we read, 

“Come now, and let us reason together,” says the Lord, “Though your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; Though they are red like crimson, they shall be as wool.”   “If you are willing and obedient, You shall eat the good of the land.” (Isaiah 1:18-19)

In the book of Jeremiah we read,

“Thus says the LORD:

“Cursed is the man who trusts in man and makes flesh his strength, whose heart departs from the LORD. For he shall be like a shrub in the desert, and shall not see when good comes, but shall inhabit the parched places in the wilderness, in a salt land which is not inhabited.” (Jeremiah 17:5-6)

“Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, And whose hope is the Lord.  For he shall be like a tree planted by the waters, Which spreads out its roots by the river, And will not fear when heat comes; But its leaf will be green, And will not be anxious in the year of drought, Nor will cease from yielding fruit.”  (Jeremiah 17:7-8)

Jesus Himself said,

Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ Or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.” (Matthew 6:31-33)

Because King David knew the LORD intimately, he had complete trust in God’s absolute faithfulness. We can see King David’s unwavering trust in the LORD in many of the Psalms that he wrote:
King David wrote, “Whenever I am afraid, I will trust in You. In God (I will praise His word), In God I have put my trust; I will not fear. What can flesh do to me? (Psalm 56:3-4)

“In God I have put my trust; I will not be afraid. What can man do to me.” (Psalm 56:11)

TO FULLY EMRACE THE FUTURE THAT GOD HAS PLANNED FOR OUR LIFE, WE MUST JUST SIMPLY TRUST THE LORD IN EVERY AREA OF OUR LIFE AND ALLOW HIM TO GUIDE AND DIRECT OUR STEPS FROM THIS DAY ON.  

In the book of Proverbs we read, “Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)
WE HAVE ONE LIFE TO GIVE OUR BEST FOR ETERNITY. We must not allow our past failures, hurts, disappointments and even successes, or the temporal things of this world to stop us from fulfilling God’s plan for our life. WE ALL HAVE THE POTENTIAL WITH CHRIST TO MAKE A PROFOUND DIFFERENCE IN THIS WORLD FOR ETERNITY
IN CONCLUSION

· Today you may be lost and heading down the wrong path in life

· Today Jesus is reaching out to you with His arms of love

· Today if you have never yet received Jesus into your heart and life He is knocking at the door of your heart.

· He wants you to become a part of God’s eternal family. In the gospel of John we read, “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name: who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.        (John 1:12-13)
· God wants to see you living a life which is full of fulfillment and purpose because He loves you.

No matter how many failures you have had in the past today is the first day of the rest of your life

· Jesus Christ loves you with a passion and wants to see you being blessed in every area of your life and living a life full of purpose and meaning
· His desire is that you would never again feel totally alone and rejected in your life, but that you would know His great love for you in a personal way. 

· Jesus said, “Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends.” (John 15:13
The Apostle Paul wrote, “For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.  For scarcely for a righteous man will one die, yet perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die.  But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans 5:6-9)

· Jesus Christ bled and died on the cross to pay in full the penalty for our sins

· He was buried but on the third day He arose triumphantly from the dead and He is alive for evermore. Jesus said, “Do not be afraid; I am the First and the Last. I am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore. Amen. And I have the keys of Hades and of Death.” (Revelations 1:17-18)

· Today Jesus is wanting to come into your life

· He loves you and has a good plan for your life

Maybe today you have known the Lord for many years but you have never fully surrendered your plans to Him. 

Today you can recommit you life to Him knowing that “He who has begun a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ.” (Philippians 1:6)

Maybe today you once knew Jesus intimately but you have grown cold in your faith. Today Jesus is reaching out to you

Today Jesus is standing at the door of your heart knocking

Today will you open up your heart and life to Jesus and live for Him?

“Father God today I confess that I have lived for myself and sinned against You.  Today I choose to turn from my sins and to live for You. I believe that Jesus Christ bled and died on the cross to pay the penalty for all of my sins and that He arose from the dead three days later. Today I repent of my sins and I invite You Jesus Christ to come into my heart and life to be my Lord and Saviour and best friend from this day on. I choose to surrender my life to You and to allow You to guide and direct my steps from this day on. Amen   

